Chapter 6

Acquiring the doctoral degree

§ 1 Doctoral examination: completion of the doctoral examination is part of the procedure for acquiring the doctoral degree. The examination is a comprehensive assessment of the participant’s knowledge in the field of fine arts or music.

§ 2 At the doctoral examination, doctoral candidates demonstrate their comprehensive proficiency in the field of study specific to their individual research programmes. The examination is an oral examination, with the additional form of demonstration specific to the field of fine arts or music: the candidates demonstrate their accomplishments in their field of research, which they illustrate with their works created during their DLA studies or during individual creative work. With the help of the supervising tutor, the candidates present their reports of the six semesters and of their achievements, in the form of  exhibition, performance or demonstration. The candidates answer the questions of the committee, including those that the committee presents in advance, and the ones asked at the examination. The candidate receives two written questions at least two weeks prior to the examination.

§ 3 (1) The doctoral examination committee consists of at least three members, and it is set up by the Doctoral Board, based on the proposal of the supervising tutor. Members of the doctoral examination committee have to hold academic degrees or art awards recognized by Hungarian legislation as equivalent to an academic degree.

(2) The doctoral examination committee has to include at least one member who is not an employee of the University of Pécs.

(3) The supervising tutor of the candidate can not be a member of the doctoral examination committee, but they take part in the event, introducing the candidate to the committee.

(4) The doctoral examination committee asks the candidate questions about the oral reports presented, and the exhibited/presented studies. The candidate answers the questions in free discourse. It is the right and duty of the doctoral examination committee to evaluate whether the candidate has conducted coherent creative work and research in practice and theory, and whether the candidate can present an individually created doctoral artwork and doctoral dissertation of unique subject-matter to the committee at the public debate of the doctoral dissertation.

(5) The doctoral examination has to be completed within two years of applying for the doctoral degree.

§ 4 The doctoral examination is open to the public. The date and time of the examination is to be posted on the Faculty billboard and the homepage of the Doctoral School. The language of the examination is Hungarian. The Doctoral School may grant the request of the candidate to conduct the examination in a different language. The duration of the examination is at least 60 minutes.

§ 5 The doctoral examination committee decides in a closed session, with secret voting,  whether to accept the examination, giving scores from 1 to 5. The requirement of a pass mark is 60% of the maximum score that can be given by the members of the committee present at the voting. The qualification of the examination is: summa cum laude (above 85%), cum laude (71-85%), rite (60-70%). Below 60% the doctoral examination is unsuccessful.

§ 6 The chairperson of the committee presents the result of the examination in the presence of the committee. The proceedings of the examination are placed on record. The form of the written record is contained in the 1st supplement of this regulation.

§ 7 Defending the doctoral thesis is possible only after a successful doctoral examination.

§ 8 The Doctoral dissertation

(1) The doctoral dissertation has to be submitted at the time of applying for the doctoral degree or within two years of the acceptance of the application. The topic of the doctoral dissertation is approved by the supervising tutor. Upon submitting the doctoral dissertation, the candidate declares in a written statement that the dissertation has not formerly been submitted to a different institution and has not been rejected. The abstract of the dissertation has to be submitted in English and Hungarian.

(2) The language of the doctoral dissertation is Hungarian or a major language used internationally in the given area of study, or, in unique cases, another language in use in the given field. 

(3) The extent of the DLA dissertation is at least 40, and maximum 120 pages, including supplements (pictures) and notes, excluding bibliography. The DLA dissertation has to be submitted in two printed copies, and on one optical disk. Further points about the formal requirements of the DLA dissertation can be found on the homepage of the Doctoral School. The doctoral artwork (masterpiece) or its electronic documentation has to be submitted at the time of submitting the doctoral dissertation.

(4) In addition to the Hungarian (10000-20000 characters long) and English thesis of the doctoral dissertation, which summarizes the results and conclusions of the artistic research presented in the dissertation – the CV of the applicant has to be submitted as well. Each of these documents must also be submitted in electronic form.

§ 9 Defending the doctoral dissertation

(1) After the successful completion of the doctoral examination the candidate presents the doctoral dissertation and the masterpiece or performance in a single unified procedure, in the form of a public debate in front of a committee. If the act of defending the doctoral dissertation and the masterpiece or performance takes place at a later date compared to the successful completion of the doctoral studies, the applicant may include works and achievements from the interim period, provided that these are relevant to the masterpiece or performance.

(2) The act of defending the doctoral dissertation is to be advertised on the bulletin board of the Faculty, the homepage of the Doctoral School, and the National Phd Database at least a week in advance.

(3) The committee consists of two reviewers and two additional members. The chairperson of the committee is a professor of the university who works in a relevant field. All members of the committee hold academic degrees or art awards recognized by Hungarian legislation as equivalent to an academic degree. The committee has to include at least one member who is not an employee of the University of Pécs. In the case of presumed partiality or bias, the candidate may appeal to the Doctoral Board in writing within 8 days to object the composition of the committee.

(4) The Doctoral Board sends the documentation of the doctoral work and the dissertation to the two reviewers.

(5) The two reviewers called upon by the Doctoral Board prepare their written review of the doctoral dissertation and the masterpiece or performance within two months, and they make their statement whether they recommend those for public defence.

(6) In the written reviews both the thesis and the masterpiece or performance has to be evaluated, detailing merits and shortcomings in form and content of the work, and evaluating specifically whether the original and creative research and artistic achievement embodied in the thesis is acceptable. The reviewers must supply their statements, deciding if they approve the dissertation and the masterpiece or performance, and whether they recommend granting the doctoral degree to the applicant. Reviews can contain questions to the applicant. Reviews have to be submitted to the committee in two printed copies and also as an electronic document.

(7) The candidate will receive the reviews in advance, and answer the questions contained in the reviews in writing at least 15 days prior to the public debate. The answers should be submitted to the Doctoral Board.

(8) The doctoral dissertation and the masterpiece or performance can only be accepted for public debate with two approving reviews. If one of the reviewers does not approve of the candidate, the Doctoral Board will consult the opinion of a third reviewer. In this case, the number of committee members will be increased to six. In the case of two disapproving reviews or failing the defense, the reworked version of the same dissertation can be subjected after no less than two years, within the framework of a new examination procedure. A new examination procedure about the same dissertation topic can only be initiated once.

(9) In the case of two approving reviews, the doctoral dissertation and the masterpiece or performance has to be defended in public debate.

(10) The public debate has to be organized within three months from the completion of the reviews and the answers.

(11) The debate is moderated by the chairperson of the committee. Before beginning the debate, the chairperson declares that the committee is quorate, which requires that at least four members are present, including one external to the University. The debate can only be continued if at least one of the reviewers is present and the other reviewer has submitted a written statement that they accept the answers given to the questions in the review.

(12) In the course of the public debate, the applicant may discuss the main points of the dissertation, and then proceed to answer the questions of the committee members, the reviews and of everyone present.

(13) The debate is conducted in Hungarian, but, by the request of the applicant, the Doctoral Board may grant the right to defend the dissertation in another language. During the debate, the applicant has 15 minutes to discuss the main points of the dissertation, and 30 minutes to answer the questions and comments.

(14) After the chairperson closes the debate, the committee will reach a decision about the dissertation and the masterpiece or performance in a private session, with secret voting, granting 1-5 points each. The dissertation and the masterpiece or performance count 50% each toward the final grade of the examination. The two reviewers are included in the voting. In order to pass the defense, the applicant has to have at least 60% of the points that can be given by the members of the committee who are present. The evaluation of the dissertation and the masterpiece or performance is: summa cum laude (above 85%), cum laude (71 - 85%), rite (60% - 70%). In the case when the s dissertation and the masterpiece or performance is given less then 60% of the possible score, the candidate fails to defend the dissertation and the masterpiece or performance.

(15) The chairperson of the committee publicly announces the result of the public debate and the committee's reasoning behind the result. The public debate has to be documented in a publicly available record. In the case of an unsuccessful defense, a new examination procedure can be initiated after no less than two years, and a new examination procedure about the same dissertation topic can only be initiated once. The description of the procedure is documented in appendix 2 of this document.

§ 10 The doctoral dissertation is publicly available for everyone. The dissertation, in Hungarian, and its thesis, in Hungarian and English is made available in the library of the Faculty and on the homepage of the Doctoral School.

Chapter 7:

Awarding the Doctoral Degree

§ 1 The Doctoral Degree is granted by the University Doctoral  Committee (EDB) after the successful defense, at the recommendation of the Doctoral Board.

§ 2 As an equivalent of publication criteria, the applicant is required to submit – at the time of submitting the dissertation and the masterpiece or performance – a list of exhibitions/performances and publicly accessible artworks, in the form of a CV. This list is considered a formal statement which verifies that the candidate fulfil the required publication criteria for a doctoral level degree.

§ 3 Language skill requirements for obtaining the degree: acquiring a medium level complex (i. e., testing both written and oral language skills) language certification recognized as an official language certification in Hungary, and a basic level complex language certification in another language.

§ 4 The procedure of obtaining the doctoral degree is successful if the candidate has fulfilled all requirements stated by the Doctoral Board regarding the Doctoral School, has completed the complex examination, defended the dissertation and the masterpiece or performance, and fulfilled the language skill requirements. After the recommendation of the Doctoral School, the EDB awards the doctoral degree with a majority vote of its members in a secret voting procedure, and notifies the Hungarian Doctoral Committee of the decision.

§ 5 The candidate may appeal the decision of the EDB according to § 14 of the University Doctoral Regulations.

§ 6 The evaluation of the doctoral (DLA) degree is calculated as a simple average of the percentage ratings given for the complex examination and the public debate. The evaluation of the doctoral degree is: summa cum laude (above 85%), cum laude (71 - 85%), rite (70% - 60%). The doctoral degree document contains the name and the seal of the University of Pécs, the name, as well as the date and place of birth of the degree holder, the evaluation of the degree, the field of art, and the place and date of awarding the degree.  The doctoral degree is printed in Hungarian and in either Latin or English.

§ 7 Those obtaining doctoral degrees are conferred the degree of doctor by the Senate of the University in a ceremonial assembly. The candidates take an oath during the ceremony. After this, the degree holders are entitled to use their dr. (DLA) title. If the candidate requests, the University will issue a certification document of the complex examination result, the public debate and the final decision of the EDB before the date of the conferral ceremony. This document is signed by the chairperson of the EDB.

